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Samuel Spencer.

Where will you find the philosophy of
. rate legislation summed up with a more
thorough understanding of all aspects
of the question, or with a finer sense of
the equities affecting the different inter-
#sts involved, or with a nobler candor
and clarity of statement than in the last
public address of the president of the
Bouthern Railwav, delivered at Mont-
gomery about one month ago, for the
imstruction of the people of that part of
the lmion which he loved and served so
well? Consider the subjoined passages
from Mr. SPENCER'S speech to the Agri-
cultural Association of Alabama on
October 25:

“ Fverything relating to the business interests of
the people has been drawn into the arena of exclted
popular sentiment and debate. The honesty of
Aduciary relations, the accountability of men of
great power and great wealth to their fellow men,
the regulation aud control of so-called trusts, and
of quas! pubdlic utliities, have received the focussed
attention and exeited the universal interest of
the people. Under the Influences of their aroused
and determined purpose, some gross abuses have
been uncovered. Prompted by these disclosures,
#t is little to be wondered at that the popular judg-
ment has become disturbed and the conclusion
Bastily and unjustly reached that all !mportant
Interests merit popular suspicion and distrust.”

" The rallroad manager's position -his relation
shilp to the public _.on the one hand, and to the prop
erties he represen fu. and for the successful manage-
ment of which he is responsible, on the other-has
undergone radical changes In recent years. * * *
As In the inception of raliroad construction the
public relations of the properties were largely lost
sight of, so now, In reaction, the publie character
of the enlerprises 1s almost the only thing recog-
niged or considered, and the private rights of the
owners are, In the political thought of the day,
slmost If not entirely forgotten.

* Justice, however, lles betwepn the two extremes.
These properues and their owners should be re-
quired to perform falthfully thelr public dutles
under reasonable rates and practices, wnder full
publicity, without unjust discrimination and with-
out favor for any lnterests,

“ When this obligation is performed, the residuum
Is private property, entitied 1o the same considera-
tion and p tion at the hands of the public and
of the Government asall other private property,”

* There is no legal obligation on any one to in-
west Lis money in rallways or In any other proper-
tles. The action of the investor must be volun-
tary, and inducements of s safe and businessiike
nature must be presented \a order to render the
favestment attractive, The rallroad manager must
provide the transportation facllitles which the
business of the publlo demands. To accomplish
this he must have the necessary money, and to
obtaln 1t must show successful results In the oper-
ation of the property—results which will convince
the Investor that his Investment will be safe and
pemunerative.”

“ Within fteen years the cash value of the South's
coffon crop bas doubled, the amount of pig tron
produced at her furnaces has Increased enormously,
and the product of her coal mines has Increased
more than threefold. Cotton factories have sprung
up withid her borders to the extent that more of

her cotion crop Is now manufactured on her own,

soff than In all the mil]s of New England. The total
value of her annuAl manufactures now aggregates
wearly $1.500,000,000. The total value of her agri-
cultural products s now more than $1,700,000,000 per
spnum. Her rallroads are no longer weak, dis-
Jointed lines, but have heen amalgamated Into
severallarge, strong, contlnuous systems, so located
and so equipped as 1o serve advantageously the de-
mands of her growing industry and commerce,”

* Fundamentally the basis of this Improved con-
dition of the rallway properties 1s financlal credit,
With a few minor exceptions substantially al of
the enormous Improvements to these propertles
and their equipments, costing hundreds of millions
of dollars, In the last decade have been made with
borrawed money. The basis of the eredit on which
the money was harrowed was the Inereased confl-
deace of the Iavesting public In the substantial
growth and the future prosperity of the South, and
i the gradually lncreasing earnings of her rallway
properties.”

“ With an increass in the price of everyvthing the
esrrier must buy —with an increase in the cost of
labor, of materials, In the verdicts of Juries 1o dam-
age suits, In taxes—and with decreasing rates, a
point must ultimately be reached where the car-
rler's eapacity to meet the publioc demand for In-
ereased facilities must be substantlally impalired,
1f ot destroyed. Tt must be anparent that if thers
18 a nontinual Increase in the units of expenses, with

" @ softinual decrease In the units of revenus, the
fingncial strength of the enterprise cannot survive

wdefinitely.”

*The underlying basis of all credit of business
qnterprises Is business success. The sole source
of such suceess In rallway operations |s earning
power from the transportation of passengers and
freight.

" The rates obtained for the service rendered are
Sherefore the vital consideration upon which the
wuitimate success of the enterprise must depend.

* Unfortunately this question of rates has got
nto the very vortex of acute political agitation.
& *» * Wnth Industrious effort the Impression

. Bas bean made that the carrier Is subject to no re-
“s\raint In the making of rates, except such as 1s
maposed by statuts law, and that |t can and does
808 arditrarily In fixing the charges for the services
. wleR 1t renders. Nothing could be further from

. the truth.

- The stéady decline of rates, sver smce rallways
were pau(nrated, while their power 4gnd financial
wirength has Mereased, s of (tself alone a signifn-
eant If not a convincing fact.

“Whafle much of this steady decline has undoubt-

~ adly beem due to competition, ayd to other causes

Beyond the control of the carriers, a much greater

£ portton has been due to their voluntary and wise
' efterts to foster new traMe and encourage the de-

b
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(" g upon thelir respective lines.”

b

velspment of new territory and new Industriese
and to widen the markets for the products originat -

| . = Capitalization can have nd practical sffect upon

[ Whe rates charged In this country. Almost all

rates are the result of active and current commer -

" ‘einl conditions arising long after the capitalization

| of the carrier has been fixed, and which are subject

" to wide fuctustious, while capitalization often re-

malts unaitered.”

* It is said that rallroads have the power to make
@® mar the fortunes and destintes of localfties and

~

sections. If this be true, what is the lesson to be
drawn from the great and unprecedented prosper-
1ty of the Southern States? Primarily due to the
energy, Industry and intelligence of the people, It
must be admitted that it has not been prevented,
and in view of its amazing proportions which are
exelting the wonder of the wogld, 1t cannot justly
be claimed that it has been retarded by Inadequate
or inefMelent transportation facilities.”

“The interests of the raliroad and of its patrons
are identical. One cannot prosper without the
other. The rallroad must do justice to the peopie.
The people should do justice to the raliroad. Thetr
cordial cooperation In the great field of human
Industry is essential to the public welfare.™

“ 1t 1s universally recognized that in the Amer-
lcan Government the power of the people Is Irre-
sistible. 'pon moderation and wisdom In its exer-
cise depend the safety of life, liberty and property,
and the #ability of our natlonal Institutions. The
effort of the patriot should be to see that Its use Is
tempered by an awakened national conscience and
that In every national action the virtues of toler-
ance, moderation and justice are exhibited.”

We make no excuse for the extent of
these quotations, for they will afford to
the discerning a picture of the mind of
the remarkable man whose life of public
usefulness ended yesterday in tragedy.
Those who can read character aright
when it is written in autograph will need
no further assurance of the uniform sin-
cerity of Mr. SPENCER'S mental attitude,
the honesty and great energy of his
intellectual processes, the sturdiness of
his thought and morals. These charac-
teristics that are so apparent in his lit-
erary style and philosophic methods of
statement and reasoning distinguished
likewise the individual in all his relations
to others, and won for him not only his
just due of admiration and esteem, but
also a wealth of personal affection.

The Title Insurance Companies and
the Small Lawyers.

Comptroller METZ says that the work
on some of the books in the Bureau for
the Collection of Assessments and Ar-
rears is eight years behindhand. The
employees of the bureau, including its
chief, have been so busy doing extra
work for title insurance companies that
they have had little time to spare for the
duties which the city hires them to per-
form. Documents filed with the bureau
are promptly transcribed for the title
companies but are allowed to accumu-
late indefinitely before being entered on |
the books of public record.

Of course the title companies can
afford to pay handsomely for the tran-
scripts, particularly if the originals re-
main indccessible to the public. They
are receiving upward of $100,000 a year
from the city, largely for information
which any competent. title searcher
should be able to get at, but which can
be supplied now only by a few private |
corporations.

This sum is unimportant, however,
compared with the total earnings of the
title companies from their virtual mo-
nopoly of data sequestered in the city's
archives. In the case of every piece of
real estate that is purchased the buyer
has to have a search made to discover,
among other things, whether liens exist
on the property for unpaid assessments
or arrears of taxes. The business of
searching titles is theoretically open to |
all, and scores of lawyers in this town |
formerly derived a comfortable income
from it. But owing partly to the state
in which official records are kept the
business has been gradually absorbed by |
the title insurance companies. \

Much indignant socialistic clamor isi
heard just now about the destruction of |
small manufacturers and dealers through
the favoritism, in the way of rebates or
other advantages, which railroads, under
private ownership, have shown toward
privileged customers. But here is an
instance of a profitable business where
competition has been crushed through
the failure of city employees to keep up
a service for the maintenance of which
they receive good salaries.

Absence as Evidence of Death.

The announcement comes from Tren-
ton that Chancellor MAGIE, as Judge of
the Orphans’ Court of New Jersey, has
admitted to probate the will of EbwarD
STERNKOFF, formerly a resident of New-
ark, who has been absent from that city
for eight years. The decision is stated
to have been based on a New Jersey
statute enacted in 1797, which provides
that seven yvears absence without being
heard from shall be evidence of death,
The case has attracted considerable at-
tention, inasmuch as the property in-
volved is valued at more than $50,000.

The statute of New Jersey to which
the Chancellor has thus given effect
provides that any person whoshall absent
himself or herself from the State for
seven vears successively shall be prn-’
sumed to be dead, unless proof be made
that he or she was alive within that time,
A similar provigion of law exists in New
York, being now contained in section
841 of tha Code of Civil Procedure, which
provides as follows:

“A person upon whose life an estate In real prop-
erty depends who remains without the 1nited
States or absents himself In the State, or elsewhere,
for seven years together Is presumed to be dead
in an action or special proceeding concerning the
property in which his death cuines In question,
unless 1t is affirmatively proved that he was alive
within that time.”

The same rule, to the effect that a per-
son is presumed to be dead who has not
been heard of for seven years, prevails
generally, even in the absence of statu-
tory enactments on the subject, through-
out the States of the Union which have
derived their jurisprudence from the
common law of England—that is to say,
the law based upon immemorial custom
in that country, as explained and laid
down by its courts of justice. There is
one essential difference, however, in the
law on this subject as declared in England
and the law which prevails in the United
States. In England, while an absentee
is presumed to be dead who has not been
heard of for a period of seven years, the
law does not assume to fix the particu-
lar time within that period when his |
death actually occurred; whereas in this |
country the established presumption is
that the absentee survived until the
expiration of the seven years, and if it
becomes necessary to determine the
precise time of death it is held, in the |
absence of proof on the subject, to have
oecurred at the end of that period.

Although this latter rule is not ex-
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pressly prescribed in the New Jersey
statute, the courts of that State have
declared that its effect is to raise a pre-
sumption that the death of the absent
party occurred at the expiration of the
seven year period and not before. Ina
leading case on the subject decided by
Chancellor GREENE in 1862 he said:

" 1t 18 no answer to sayv that the probabilities are
that the death did not oceur at the expiration of
the seven years, but at some other time within that
period, The time of the death as well as the faot
of the death are presumpiions not of fact tmt of
law. The law regards neither as certaln, It sim-
ply declares that the party shall be presumed to be
dead at the expiration of the seven years whenever
his death sball come In question,”

This presumption of death based on
an absence of seven years, which is now
so firmly grounded in the common law
States of the Union, was unknown to the
Roman or civil law and has been re-
jected in Louisiana, which derives its
jurisprudence from that system. The
rule of the Roman law on this subject
was that an absentee was always to be
deemed to be living until his death was
actually proved, or until 100 years was
shown to have elapsed since his birth,
inasmuch as that period was regarded
as the limit to the life of a man.

They Would Not **Squeal.”

In the Colon Cemetery, near Havana,
there stands a beautiful and costly
marble shaft known as the Students’
Monument. On November 27 GoVvernor
MaGooN and other American officials
attended a memorial service, annually
held at the foot of this shaft, in honor
of a group of young men who would
not “squeal” on their companions. The
Bishop of Havana officiated. Theincident
thus commemorated occurred thirty-
seven years ago, but the large attend-
ance, year after year, at the memorial
serviee shows that it is still held in
lively remembrance.

In a foolish, boyish prank a group of
students from the University of Havana
vented their hatred and their detestation
of a Spanish official by desecrating
his tomb in the Espada cemetery. The
unworthiness of the act is, of course,
beyond denial. The authorities sought
the offenders with a view to their punish-
ment, but the school stood together in
refusing information. Baffled in his
attempts to discover the actual cul-
prits, the Governor-General issued a
decree that every tenth boy in the school
should suffer death, On November 27,
1869, these lads were lined up in front of
a building which then stood between
the Presidio and the little fortress at the
foot of the Prado, and were executed by
a detachment of Spanish soldiers.

For thirty-seven yvears the Cubans
have remembered and have have hon-
ored that little group of boys who
would not “squeal,” but who chese an
ignominious death rather than violate a
standard of honor which is as clearly rec-
ognized at Eton and Rugby, at West Point
and Annapolis, as it was in the University
of Havana.

Tough Characters in the A.nnexed
District.

We didn’t want to say anything about
it till Thanksgiving Day was over, but
something ought to be done to exclude
undesirable emigration from the Philip-
pines. Our little brown brothers may
not devote themselves to the one great
American sport of chasing and being
chased by the Money Devil, but they
have troubles of their own. In the
Journal of American Folk-Lore Mr, ALEX-
ANDER F. CHAMBERLAIN describes cer-
tain gifted Tagalog characters. The
asuang, poetically called the wak-wak
by the Visavams, is said to be neither
“devil nor ghost.” We will leave it to
the Hon. Fiske WARREN and the Hon.
ErvING WiNsSLOW, the foremost author-
ities on devils and ghosts in the Philip-

i pines, if the wak-wak is not a born and

most ferocious devil. He is a mixture
of vampire and ghoul, or as Mr. BRYAN.
also a devil hunter and ghost seer, would
put it, a cross between predatory wealth
and a corporation lawyer. Would any-
body but a devil live on human liver?
Like the Money Devil, the wak-wak has
“miraculous power.” Moreover, he is
versatile. He can change his form al-
most as readilv as the Hon. BOURKE
CoCKRAN changes his politics and lifelong
“convictions.” The asuang-wak-wak can
turn  himself, without legislation by
Congress, into a cat, cayman, dog or any
other animal; and great are his facilities
for rapid transit:

“ It has the power to change Its corporal form
from human to batlike by a progess of division at
the waist line, the lower limbs and lower pért of
the trunk remaining behind, while the upper part
grows wings and flles away."”

It will be a little consolation to some
of us to know that even this accom-
plished being cannot alter his waist line.
That stays with him whether he divides
and conquers or stands pat.

You are taking a boating trip on the
Malaylay River. A gentlemanly stranger,
sitting on the bank and reading the Hon.
JOHN BUTIN MORAN'S speeches, asks you
for a lift to Baco. You tell him that
there is standing room only, Just be-
yond the next bend a cayman sneaks to
the boat, knocks vou into the water.
You make the rest of the voyage in the
cayman. Inthe words of the folksong:

“0, my passion Is the river,
(Crack him, teeth, crack!
i love scenery and liver,
(Wak-wak!) "

The next number on the programme
is the tik-balan. He is as beautiful as he
i# good:

* Variously deacribed, usually as being of super-
human stgture, at least twelve feet, and has horse's
hoofs on a manlike body. It is sald by some (o
have great sauceriike eyes, and by others to have
a long face like a borse
balr, and the best way to catch it 18 to drive heavy
nails Into a tree which It visi's and thus entangle
its hair.”

Malevolent, a magician, a cave dweller,
and not, we regret to say, a vegetarian,
His fondness for long pig has been espe-
cially acute since the sociologists went
into the stock vards, Yet he is not an
irreclaimable cannibal demon; if caught
he will'work on the Yarm and protect
the crops from stray animals and wild
beasts. The Hon. JAMES WiLsoN should
try to have reform and agricultural
schools established for the benefit of the
tik-balan, Meanwhile persons who are

it has long streaming |

a little weary of seaing another lie nailed
may take a certain satisfaction in hear-
ing that one form of the father of lies is
nailed. No statistics give the number
of reformed tik-balans, but the project
of reclaiming them has fruitful possi-
bilities, From their size and habits
they seem born “entertainment” com-
mitteemen. The all seeing eyes of the
Hon. SAMUEL GoMpERs will not be blind
to the chance of benevolent unionization
present in these twelve footers.

The oko or maomao is “manlike in
shape but has an immensely long upper
lip that may be made to cover the entire
face.” Why have these gifts a ocurtain
before them? The oko is a chum of the
tik-balan and a member of the Anthro-
pophagi club. Like an Ancient and
Honorable Artilleryman, he dies if he
touches water.

Next week the President and Congresa
will resume the sport of devilling the
Money Devil. No good man will deny
that no more devils are needed in the
United States, so singularly rich in
devils, energumens, exorcists and medi-
cine men. A Tagalog-Visayan Devil
Exclusion League should be formed at
once,

The suggestions contained in the Grand
Jury's presentment on the Police Depart-
ment are sensible and oal. The po-
lice force is too small for the work put on
it. Eighteen hundred men, the average
number on patrol duty, are too few to cover
properly 327 square miles of territory, con-
taining a population of 4,152,000 and more,
Recently a policeman on trial for not put.
ting out a bonfire showed that it required
three hours for him to go from one end of
his post to the other.

Of the permanent tenure of office en-
Joyed by inspectors, captains and sergeants
the disadvantages are apparent. It resulted
from a desire to protect the policemen
against arbitrary punishment for political
and personal reasons. Its effect has been
to make the service inelastic. A Commis-
sioner’s efforts to improve conditions may
be thwarted by unsympathetic, stupid or
corrupt subdrdinates through whom he
must work, If the Commissioner had power
to reduoe to lower rank an unsatisfactory
officer, he would possess a powerful weapon
to compel good behavior. Under present
conditions inspectors, captains and ser-
geants are too powerful in shaping the
policy of the administration, of which they
should be the creatures, not the creators or
modifiers.

A Polioe Commissioner empowered to
employ and dismiss men as seemed to him
wise would justly be held accountable for
the e&ntire demeanor and conduct of his
department, If this authority cannot be
given to him, he at least should be free to
seloct the commanding officers who are to
execute his orders,

BASKETBALL FOOTBALL.

Fanlts of the 0ld Game Supplanted by
Worse In the New,

To TaE Epitorn or THe S8cx—Sir: The
new game, with the ten yard rule making it
almost compulsory $o use the forward pass or
onside kick, which as they are played belong
to the fluke class, luck fAiguring too much and
science too little, shows a marked deteriora-
tion from the old scientific game. The ex-
citement and interest of 1008 football is of
the basketball type, hysterical. In the old
game, where by endurance, pluck, science
and determination one team approached the
other's goal by steady, slow gains, with the
other team fighting it every vard, the playver
and] spectator were held in rapt atten-
tion. This type of excitement, gradually de-
veloping to a well wosked up climax, either
in & touchdown for one team or a stand on
the one vard line by the other, is far more
satisfactory than the vaudevilla interest of
the play under the new rules. This was
particularly noticeable in the Yale-Princeton
game, where in the closing minutes of play
Yale abandoned the new game and started
for Princeton’s goal with an air that said
“Enough of this fooling; let's do something,”
and might have scored, in spite of the ten
vard rule, had it not been for the shortened
halves, Here the crowds showed real inter-
est. and excitement.

All in all, the old game haas it all over the
new. In the old game points were scored
by steady, determined ground gaining, as a
rule, and not by flukish kicks and passes,
Plaver and spectator left the fleld with a
feeling that something had been done, a plan
worked out, an end accomplished.

CONSERVATIVE.

New York, November 27

Football Casualties,

To TR CpITOR OF THE SUN - Sir: | notice that

you eall to account the figures of the Chicago |

Tribune on football deaths and Injurles for 1908,
I belleve that your criticism 1s well taken. What
T belleve to be A much more accurate statement of
the case, based on the comparative records oh
talned through clipping bureaus in 1905 and 1906,
is that there have been three deaths due directly
1o football In the United States this year,

I have not seen the Chlcago Tridbune's figures,
but doubtless they Include two deaths from heart
fallure that might have occurred in any sport, two
deaths from Rughby In Canada and one from blood
poisoning that might have occurred bad football
never heen invented. That accourts for half of
the Tribune's list, The trouble I8 that too often
when “the overzealous collector of casualty sia
tistics” starts out to prove something he allows his
zeal to run away with his justioe,

Taking falr statements of the two years into
account, | find that the “new” football has 80 per
cent fewer fatal Injuries than the old, and one-third
fewer total Injurles; while, most striking of all, the
character of the Injuries has entirely changed.
The dangerous Injuries to braln and splne and
internal organs resulting from mass play are
nearly eliminated; the simpler injurles of hard
tackles ars about the same as before la number,
but not so serious, ARTHUR B, RERVE,

NEW YORrK, November 28,

Hint for Commissioner Craven.

To Ta® Enrror or TAS SUuN -Sir: Referring to
the statement made by Street Commissioner Craven
at the dinner given to him last night by graduates
of the Naval Academy, that he Intends 1o “control
the dust nuisance, If possible.” may I bave space
1o suggest that If he will bave his sweepers, or at
least the majority of them, do their work at night,
instead of In daytime, when all shops and stores
are open and the strecis are thronged, he will come
pretty near (o solving the problem?

This 18 entirely practicable. Why stir up the
dust when it can do the most harm, and let (¢ lje
undisturbed when thers (s nobody abroad in the
stréets to lubale it and breathe in the microbes?

JORN WriLLiaM Tarsbr,

New York, November 27.

Herr Olumke’s Figures.

To TR EpDIToR or THE SUN - Sir:  Herr Olumke,
‘s noted statisticlan,” Is trying to show that fifty
years hence Berlin will be the largest city In the
world, and that “ite only serious rival will be New
York."”

He had betler revisc his figures. They are sadly
in need of 1t lp at least ane Important respect, lnas
much as “he calculates that London in 1963 will
have 7,000,000 inhabitants.” 1t so happens that the
present population of Greater London--a solld
whole—ecxceeds the figure he calculates It will reach
half a century from now. A LONDONER,

NEwW Yong, November =,

To the Painter on the Skyscraper Flagstaff,
My reason counsels me thou art a man,

And T must needs belteve (t If 1 can,

Though on thy alry perch agalast the sky
Thou hast surh welrd resemblance to a iy,

To such a dizzy helght hast thon attained,

And such a place preeminent hast galned,

A miitlon of thy fellows far below

Pursue thelr lowly tasks, and come and go
Unrecked of thee; their lot thou hast outgrown -
In thy proud eminerico suprame, alone,

May heaven prosper thee, such s my prayer,
Who may not share with thee the upper alr;
Go on and win thy niche among the great;

1 do not envy thee thy high estate,

Man at the top. W.E, D,

A READERS' STRIKE.

Filat Muriny Proposed Against the Powers
That Make the Magazines.

To Tue EpiTOR OF THR SUN—S8ir: In the
recent discussion between authors and editors
in your columns we have seen how some In-
considerate editors rudely write the word
“rotten” on the margin of manuscripte; how
they “muss them up,” and instead of buying
send them baqk, occasionally throwing in a
few well chosen words of regret and advice.
More recently we learn that certain sassy
editors stick pirs into ‘em.

Then we have seen the aditors come for-
ward with powerful briefs to prove that they
cannot really buy all the manuscripts of-
fered, even those desirable from every point
of view. Thev protest that they are kindly
by nature and love the author. They have
declared that they know “good stuff* when
they see it, and cannot he deceived; and if
any one tries to palm off a classio on them
by signing another name to it, they are “onto”
the game at once, but pever “let on” that
they are “on.” Thus they compound crime. _

In all the wars between the various kinds
of people who supply the market with read-
ables, is there ever a kind word said for the
reader? Is he ever considered? No., That's
why I think the time is ripe for a readers’
rebellion or & subscribers’ sirike. Therefore,
let us who absorb the circulation form a
union. I submit a few planks for the begin-
ning of a platform or declaration of princi-
ples, which I understand every union must
bave before it begins business.

For one thing, we want a different propor-
tion between advertising and reading matter.
We are getting three pounds of ads to
one pound of reading matter. Too much
dead weight. Who wants to hold up a five
pound muck rake all the evening after a hard
day's work?

Then, where is the magasine which furnishes
diagrams with ite poetry? Not one. Let
those who understand magazine poetry
stand up. Ah, just as I thought, not one!

The artisis have got to do better. Make it
a rule that the artist must read the thing he
is to lllustrate and then draw something
that really illustrates the text. In a recent
number of a popular magazine the heroine
is described as wondrously beautiful. The
artist has her piotured lying on & couch, with
her egg shaped face resting on a lily white
hand, while her stilettolike chin points dan-
gerously at the helpless reader. Gee, if this
lady ever jammed that chin in the hero's
chest that gentleman would sure have a per-
forated thorax. We readers don't care for
a big name in art any more than the editors

care for & big name in literature, We want
the “goods.”
Years ago, before the magazines got

financed, we used to got samples of weekly
papers which contained opening chapters of
several thrilling stories, each of which ended
up something like this: “Tord Hawkhurst
burst in upon them, and stabbing Don Juan
to the heart, lifted Lady Hawkhurst out of
the window, where he held her, suspended
by the left wrist, Suddenly—this interest-
ing story I8 continued in next week’s Family
Companion,” &c. This very sort of business
is done to-day, but in & more refined way.
For instance, a magazine advertises that it
will publish a great autoblography during
the vear, and thereby secures many sub-
scribers. This is what is done: Whenever
the thing gets interesting, one finds a line
of twinkling stars, like this * * * *» =
and a footnote stating that the missing por-
tion will be found in the complete book, which
will be published later. “Stung” again.

One more point and I am through. Why
does every editor think he must have every
story sawed to lengths? Looking over the
magazines one finds that every article runs
from seven to ten pages, no more, no less.
Perhaps that is why some of them are =0 in-
digestible, not fully grown or ripe. 1f I had
a story to tell, it might run from a paragraph
to ten or a hundred pages, according to how
much I had to say. This “short story” busi-
ness will make us all gibber if it keeps up, all
of us, editors, authors and readers.

And lastly, why don't the editors lay their
fingers on our pulse and discover that we are
suffering from Wanderlust, apd tell us about
what the globe trotters see and do in foreign
lands? We need tonic doses of travel stuff,
with lots of good photos

W. H. STEMMERMAN,

Passaic, N. J, November 28

VARIUM ET MUTABILE,

the Promoted Typist

Caprices of Whe
Reads Manuscripts.
To Tar Epirtom o THE SvN—Sir: May

I make a contribution to the melancholy
experiences of the great urpublished? About
& vear ago a minor poet of my acquaintance
sent som@ verses to a leading magazine
They were at once reiected. The dauntless
poet took a fresh envelope and redirected
his poem to the same magazine. The verses
were accepted, paid for and featured in the
Christmas {ssue with a full page illuatration.

Another voung writer of a steadily rising
reputation submitted a collection of short
gtoricsa to a prominent publishing house.
They were accepted and she received an
enthusiastic letter from the head of the firm
asking for a personal interview. “Mv dear
voung lady,” she was asked, “why did you
not eend these stories to our magazine?”
“Mr. Blank,” was the answer, “l sent every
one of them to the editor of your magazine
and every one was rajected.”

T hese things muay seem humorous to those
whose living does not depend on pleasing the
perverted typists and office boys who furnish
the majority of “first readers.” 1 am now
engaged in concocting a story which no
typist will be able to lay down. 8o soon as
1 become a purveyvor of best sellers [ shall
throw off the mask and begin the relentleas
extermination of the promoted typist. That
is, it I don’t become an optimist, . F. K,

New Yorg, November 28,

The Sale of Literary Goods.

To AR EDITOR oF THE SUN—Sfr: The writer
who offers his produet for sale should remember
that his position In no way differs from that of the
seller of any other kind of merchandise, If a
prospective purehaser likes the goods offered him
he will buy; otherwise not. The right of any man
10 act as he pleases, within the limits of conven-
tional courtesy, toward any one who offers him
things for sale cannot reasonably be denled, It
an editor asks that manuscript be submitted for
his consideration and then treats it with scant
attention, or none at all, there may be just cause
for complaint, it whoever solleits a sale must
be content with ‘ha _treatment which Is accorded
to any other sollciior of business. The hook agent
and the life insurance solicitor look upon frequent
rebuft and oecasional rudeness as incldental and
are not discouraged thereby, One success makes
up to them for many fallures.

That there Is a vast market for literary work of
even mediocre merit one has only to look at the
nearest book stand to know. The writer who
cannot sell in these days, after reasonable perse
verance in intelligent efforts to do 80, had better
realize that the troubls lies In his own Inabllity to
furnish the goods, and seek another occupation,
“The goods” will always sell,

If the above were written from the standpoint
of a successful writer It would bave no value what-
ever. Itisnot. HORACR CHITTENDEN,

BurLINGTON, Vi, November 25,

Gum Chewing Coanell.
From the Portland Oregonian
Portland’'s Counciimen will soon be able 1o qualify

‘TEST POR CHRISTIAN SOTENCE.

——————
A Segregation of Wiscipies for the Study
of Its Processes and Results.

To Tas Ep110R or Tue Sux—Sir: When
Mr. Cornell Wilson talks about proofs of
medical sclence and of the comparative value
of medical and Christian Science practice,
the language would seem to imply a mind
open to conviction by the common law of
evidence, which is the last imputation justly
to be brought against the science of sciences.
No evidence ever could or sver did modify the
Christian Sclence practice in the least de-
#ree, establish the claims of medical solence
or disestablish its own supremacy; for the
conclusive reason that it is an aMrmation
and olalm of an absolute knowledge, which
overthrew the basis of all empirical science
by denying to the sequence of illusory ma-
terial phenomena any basis of permanence,
any necessity, thus incidentally knooking the
whole science of materia medica into a cocked
hat and smashing it into smithéreens over
the ears of ita professors, proved asinine.

By virtue, or rather vice, of this absolute
formula, sold at a penny the pound to all
comers, there were sent out from Mrs. Eddy's
schools thousands of irresponsible pupils
and past masters of “The Science,” with
grant of authorivy and imposition of misaion
to teach the fallacy of medical practice and
to substitute for it hers. This Science—a
posthumous granddaughter of Jove—sprang
from the brain of Minerva, in armor of in-
vinoible proof.

In only one respect would there seam possi-
bility of the correction of Science practice
by the common law of evidence. In the most
important sense of the theory, the issue is
hidden in the Inscrutable will of God, so that,
kill or cure, equally, the eveént proves the
formula. This sole element of uncertainty
enters into the theory that the cause of the
apparently unsyccessful result may be in the
healer, or as in practice it is always said to
be, in the poor devil of a patient, who can only
deny it in the devil's name, and so damn him-
self utterly,

Now, it should seem & “consummationde-
voutly to be wished,” in view of the distress-
ingly divided duty which the Scientist owes
to the State and to God, to permit the Sclen-
tists, adult, at least, to segregate themselves,
unhampered by the fears for ourselves of the
rest of us, “lesser breed without the law,”
in & peat community, where they might give
magnificent testimony to the supremes worth
of the soversign formula, and by ocareful
regiatry of cases try the comparative merit
of their own healers if, indeed, unhappily,
any diversity of spiritual estate there be
among them. C. H. VINTON.

New York, November 27.

ABOLISH IMMIGRATION,

A Plea for the Exclusion of All Forelgn
Races From America.

To Tae Epitor or Tar Sux—Sir: The
discussion as to whether the Japanese should
be excluded is likely sooner or later to have
national significance. It may broaden into
the question whether not only the Japanese
and Chinese, but all races of foreign people
should be kept out.

Our population is more than 80,000,000
What will it be fifteen or twenty vears hence?
Forty or fifty yvears ago we needed foreign
immigration, no matter from what source,
to people and build up the country. That
day is past. Thousands of immigrants are
pouring into New York every week from
Europe, and constantly displacing old es-
tablished native Americans.. What is the
difference between excluding the Japanese
from our western shores and the foreign
European rabble from the eastern seaports?
Perhaps we In the East are too cosmopolitan
in our makeup. There will be an awakening
some day.

The naked truth is that the time is ripe
not only to restrict or prohibit immigration
from any one country, but to abolish it alto-
gether., Neither of our two great political
parties has ever touched on the matter because
both are afraid to.

Talk to intelligent citizens born in this coun-
try and those out of office will express them-
selves as [ do. They will tell you the time has
come when immigration should be not only
restricted, but abolished. And I venture to
say, not in a hot headed way, but looking
&t this problem in a calm, dispassionate man-
ner, that if either one of our two great parties
in the next Presidential campaign would put
a plank in its platform pledging itself once
and for all to abolish immigration, that party,
startling and ridiculous as it might seem at
first reflection, would be successful by an
overwhelming majority AMERICAN.

BrROOKLYN, November 28.

SHORTHAND SYSTEMS.

uraham a Phllosepher, Munson & Prace
titloner, of the Phonographie Art.

To TAR EDITOR oF THE SON-—Sir: In THR Svw
of November 13 a correspondent says that “after a
man has been writing phonography for a matter
of twenty years or 80 he |s apt to ind himselt writ-
lng a system of his own, based upon what he has
galned from the study of his text books.” This
is a famillar assertion among shorthand writers,
The average reporter will say: “Oh, 1 write a sys-
temm of my own." Many times this is sald in a
manner to convey a double meaning, that the
writer has sufMclent Ingenuity to devise a new
system, and that the system he learned at first
was Inadaquate to bis needs.,

The fact that one bas changed a few word
signs or adopted some special expedients which his
particular necds may require scarcely gives him
authority for ealling the mixture a new system.
To be called a system In the proper sense his
style must possess an absolutely distinctive method
of representing the consonants and vowels, FEvery
shorthand writer possesses the right to adopt any
style of writing which may best sult his needs,
and he may even go to the extent of making new
use of a certaln amount of old material. He writes
the same system, nevertheless, but possibly in-
dividualized.

Your recent contribuiors have supplied very
Interesting shorthand gossip. The rivalry which
existed durlng thelr lives between Andrew J. Gra
ham and James E. Munson was of necessity a topta
for discussion after the latter's death. Graham's
influence upon the art was to refine it, and accord-
fng to his judgment to use every bit of phono-
graphico materlal to the greatest possible advantage,
He polnted, yes, led the way. to shorthand heights
which had never been scaled by the most skilful
reporters before his day. Should a Graham re-
porter fall to attain a rate of speed which he might
strive for, he never blames the system, but him-
self. Grabam was a phonographie philosopher
Munson, on the other hand, was a practitioner,
Graham placed a great deal of the labor upon the
brain of the writer. Munson desired a faolle out-
line which could be execnted by the nerve centres,
rendering shortband writing, llke longhand, the
result of purely reflex motlton,

These two men were the ploneer American
authors. In all probabliity we shall not see their
like agaln, because they loved their art for art's
sake, We of the present time love It for what it
will bring us, VERBATIM,

NEw Yorg, November 29,

From the Hands of Mars,

To THR EpITOR ofF THE SUN—Sir: You say In
to day's SUN that, according to Henry James, the
phrase “Hand me a lemon” conveys no meaning.
Since Henry thus condemns It, let us Aix the re.
sponsibility for the phrase

It seems to me that Shakespeare, who has en-
riched our language with so many slang phrases,
s responsible for “He gave him a lemon." MHere

as members of the Gum Chewers' A lation.
since they denled themseives, several weeks ago,
the privilege of smoking while In session because
some of them thought It undigoied, they have
taken to the pepsin and tuttl fruttl, Yesterday
afternoon when the body was In session seven of
twelve present were chewing with all thelr might
and main.

A Nutmeg Nightmare,

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN--Str: If a President
of the United States should wake up some morn
ing with a real genuine old Caligula feeling, could
he chop off all the United States soldlers and all the
United States sallors from all conneetion with the
I/nited States army and the United States navy at
one chop? D,

Mippukrown, Conn., November 28,

Her Favorite Humorist.

|
Knloker — Does your wif @ laugh at the right place

in & funny story?
Rocker—Onivat thebright thingsthebaby savs,

Best Quality,
Mrs. Knicker—Haveyouany family plate®
Mrs, Newrich—Yes, it's all tripld,

I8 the way it appears In Act V., Scene 1., of "Love's
Labour's Lost”, -

“Armodo—~The armipotent Mars, of lances she
almighty, gave HHector a gift——

“Dumain—A gilt nutmeg,

“Biron--A lemon."”

So there you'a/s, n. R

LAKEWOOD, November 29

Frost Pictares,
From the Dienver IPepublican
Wioen winter’'s hands on window pane
tave left thelr mari s In purest whits,
1 seek that head - alas, in vain!
Outitoed agalnst the coming night,

A curly head It was ah, me'

The llght played on a golden mass,
While tiny fingers dalntily

Retraced the pletures on the glass,

Iach winter, when the frost King's brush
Has palnted those swift fading forms,
| hear that small volee In the bhush
That sometimes {alls In flercest storins,

s S, et 474 pi
an
n“l sum’ me. % ek:E
0 see the plotures on the pane,
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“KNOCKERS” AND EDUCATION.

oeptions of the University.

To Tak Eprror oF TR Sun—Sir: No more
than any other department of human activity
is the field of education exempt from the
“knocker.” It is & plearure to consider, be-
oause it in 20 easy to refute, the coliocation
of his stock ideas presented in the November
Educational Review. The educational reviews
themselves are not always as broad minded
as we might desire, and too frequently editors
as well as contributors are attacked by that
bold, bad, biting bacillua of odium pedagog: -
cum. In the present instance, however, the
editor feels constrained to stave in a note thas
two of his writers “are in error in regard to im-
portant matters of fact.”

The first contraverted statement is that of §
German professor, who declares that the grad-
uate of an American university is on a footing
with the Abiturient of the German “"gymna~
sium,” or a university matriculant; in other
words, that our university education ends
whers theira begine. Quite properly, the
editor of the Review asserts that the worthy
Herr Professor has in mind not our universi=-
tiea, but our colleges. The fleld of the “gyme«
nasium” in Germany is with us covered by the
seoondary school and the college. The uni=
versities, ours and theirs, grade evenly, the
differences being merely such as to fit the
varyving environment,

In the second instance the Review editor
states the simple truth when to the thegisthat
there in “a decay of academio courage,” that
education is “commercialized.” he repliea
that courage and independence of view are
to-day more oomxaon than ever before among
our educators, and that of the millions of suc«
cessful Americans not mw{_g ousands meas-
ure their success in terms of “hi 5 08,

hen, some lgo. E. P, lgplo.
whose criticism was in the main hoth kee
and sound, formulated the relative valence o
the elements of the material and the ideal in
our national ch nou". his dictum that we
were growing ng'slcn I{ to the exclusion of
intellectual development was true: but in the

f period since then it has been decidediy
outgrown, It is a my'?pio vision that sees
only our palaces of trade, blind to the richly
stored treasuries of our art. )

It la a foolish fallacy to say that sport is
“the dominating feature” of our universitv
life. Of course the halfback and the crew
captain get more applause than the grav
hnrrodpr esnor—the professor doean't want i1,
his work is its own abundant reward. Cer
tainly, if we must have comparisons, our
"hru{al' foothall is no worse than the German
student “duel.” !

It is a fallacy to sav that teachers are une
derpaid. A good teacher is generonsly paid -
in kind. The man who handles moner and
{ood- that are valued in money, maic: money

he preacher who labors in the spiritu: ] realm
gains in apirit, the teacher who tills tha !
intellectual fleld reaps his harveat in that
which the natural teacher most desires, his -
own growth in teaching power. Toese ars
substantial rewards, nor are they ‘enerallv
undervalued. Money is not yet our sol
measure of a man’s wgrtn. )

These are but a random few of the “knock« !
er's”" many fallacies. Perhaps they do not
deserve notice. They are like thunder with« |
out llthtninq" They do no harm, but they are .,
frritating. It is refreshing to he ahle to bale
ance against them such cases as that of the '
diatingnished professor in one of our oldest
universities who has recently refused an offor’
of & bettor paid and more conspicilous position
to continue his fine work of building up a post «#
graduate school. All honor to Dean “Andy*
Weat, and to the true American edneatore,
whom he fitly represents! As to the "knocke
ers,” verily they have their reward. T

NEw YoRrk, November 26

>

Japanese Notes.

*“The Restoration In 1868 formed a new epoch Imy,
tha history of Japan, which had continued une
broken for two thousand years,” says Mr. K. Masuda,

a director of Mitsul & Co. of Toklo and New York,
in the Sun 7'rade Journal of Toklo for November,
The Restoration was an epoch making event frong*!
the commercial as well as from the soclal and po-
Iitical points of view, Taking the total amounte*®
of both exports and Imports In the year of the,
present Mikado's accession as the standard, and
figuring out on the bcsis of 100, Japan's forelgn
commerce shows the following growth:

1004 casonsenaescens 2,718
1808, .. coevneronncn 1,801 1006 covensnncinices B,

The land of Japan, says Mr. Masuda, has not only
a rich surface, but 1t also contalns & vast amounty:
of bidden wealth. Golng back to 1008 (the war
years not being comparable), it is found that theg
output of copper was worth $7,700,000: of coal,
$0,000,000: of antimony, $250,000; of iron wares,
$300,000; of sulphur, $470,000, and of other metals’
and metalllc wares, $860,000. Since then the oﬂw&»
of copper and coal has greatly inereased. Yeos
Japan’s mining possibilities have only just beg.,
with Corea and China to hear from. M

Out of the total ares of Japan, which s 88,107,000 4
acres (Including Formosa and other petty tslands), '
54,800,000 acres are covered with forests. Compar. /
ing the topographical conditions of Japan wiih
those of European countries possessing about thes
same area as Japan, we have the following:

Total Area, Percantnne ~

Acres. Forests. Foresty, |

Japan. ......... 56,107,000 54,600,000 = @

| England... vs 77,100,000 32,088,000 am

France.. .. . 182,508,000 20,741,000 15

Germany........133,364,000 13,005,000 el

Austria.......... 74,178,000 24.151.000 s

Hungary........ 80,725,000 22,108,000 ol B
Italy.. 70,821,000 11,111,000 157

Austria and Hungary combinsd have 2000008 ~
acres less In forests than has Japan. The patential -
wealth of Japan's forests is very large. German*
has an annua! Income of 100000000 marks from
her Prussian forests, of only one-fourth the area nf *
Japan's. As vet Japan's yearly ontput of lumbep
does not exceed $20000,000, and her lumber ex-
ports, excepting matches (the chlef article made
of (his lumber), are Insignificant,

In rallways Japan as yet hasonly 5,000 miles nf
narrow gauge roads for the transporfation ur4
freight uses of more than 10,000,000 people, Hejre
the purchase of the privately owned rallwa:s hv
the Government for improvement and extension

The smalil ship repalr shop of Afty years sin
at Nagasakl has become the great Mitsui Shiphil ¢
ing Yard, helped by subsidies for navigation 214
shipbullding. A capltal of $5.000 000 18 0w 1 1=
and work I1s supplled tao 10.000 men, The var ) Das
an engineering school where 250 students sty v
mathematics and also English fram English text
books, Only Ave foreigners are employed In ‘s
vard. Ships up 10 12,000 tons are bullt thers ity
very few exceptions all the workmen are ' o0ung
men of modern education,

Ameriean electrical machinery In Japan wiil ha' »
A competitor In the large factory 1o be bullt hr 1=
Mitsu Bish! Company for manufacturing large tur
bines, electrioc motors and generators. An exper!
mental factory at Nagasak! i1s now making elecirin
motors, &c.. for the exposition to be held in Tokin
next spring. The same firm 1s completing larze
shipyards.

The debentures of the Toklo Kisen Kalshi (Orien.
tal Steamship Company) and the Kawasak! Dock-
yvard Company are {o be put out hy the eight lead
Ing banks of Toklo and Osaka. The two issues Ars
$2.000.000 each. ' .

Japanese husiness men are forming & China
Japan life lnsurance company with $500.000 cap
ital. Count Okuma Is strongly supporting the
enterprise, as is also Baron Shibuwass, prestdent n?
the First Bank.

Japan's total national debt Is $1.011 472,987, equa!
to 820 per caplita of a population of 50,000,000 Tt s
thought, however, that Japan's population 1Is
nearer 40,000,000 than 50,000,000. Of the deht
$221,000,000 bears Interast at 8 per cent ., $341,000, 000
at 4 per cent,, and the remaining $442,000,000 draw s
5 per oent.

Japan’'s fifteen vear rallway programme will cosg
200,000,000, of which $175,000,000 will be for new
construction and $25.000.000 for improvements

Subscriptions In Japan to the South Manchurian
Rallway shares (100.000 at $100,000,000 face valus
covered the lssue more than nine hundred times
That shows Japan's potential wealth. On tha
pro rata division a great many have to be content
with half a share, and the fortunate ones In ™at
class have 1o be chosen by lot. That reads V'ys »
“land rush” in the V'nited Sihtes, butitiss 95!

Forty five new business corporation enterp: «ce
have recently been slarted In Japan, with $8° 279
000 (104,740,000 ven) caplital Extensions 10 ey
17000000 are also made to twenty two cor A1
concerns. ‘The largest new Industrial enter rss
Is the Ujigawa Electric Power Company, caniis
$6.250 000, but the Anglo-Japanese Bank, crpi'al
$10,000,000, holds the record for new companiss

In September Japan's exports were $18.000. w0
an increase of $4.500.000, and her Imports 237 000 00,
an increase of £4.000,000, leaving a trade galn (1ne
first for a long time) of $500.000,  Our of 3 20 WG
tons of shipping entwring and clearing In tne
month 1,400,000 tons was Japanese,

The Edumitsu Government lron Foundry en
ploys 8,000 skilled artisans and 1.000 “tempers ™
ftemporary?| hands. In ordinary articles It turns
ont 90,000 tons yearly, besides 70.000 tons of jmn
manufactures for use In bullding battieghips. When
the foundry gets moie coal (It owns a coal mine)
& much larger output will be forthcoming

A German shipp'ag nrm at Chemiipo, Cores,
has established a regular line between Spangbsi,
Chefu and Tairen (Manchuriai, also another line
between Shangbal, Chefu, Chemuipo. Nagasakh
Fusan, Wusan and Viadivestok.
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